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Santa Ana Unified School District 

1601 E. Chestnut Avenue 

Santa Ana, California 92701 

 

MINUTES 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

SANTA ANA BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

August 26, 2014 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m. by Board President Yamagata-Noji.  

Other members in attendance were Mr. Hernández and Mr. Palacio.  Mr. Richardson and 

Ms. Iglesias were absent. 

 

Cabinet members present were Dr. Miller, Dr. Phillips, Dr. Haglund, Mr. 

McKinney, Ms. Lohnes, and Mr. Dixon, Ms. Miller and Dr. Rodriguez.  

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Bianca Escalante, 

5th grade student at Pio Pico Elementary. 

 

 

RECOGNITION / ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 

Assistance League of Santa Ana – Operation School Bell 

 

 Dr. Yamagata-Noji referred to Superintendent Miller.  Dr. Miller introduced 

Lisa Solomon, Principal at Lowell Elementary School.  She provided a detailed 

description of all the items provided to over 2,000 SAUSD K-8 students.  Items 

include, new school uniforms, shoes, backpacks, books and grooming kits.  Ms. 

Solomon introduced Linda Blevins, President and Santa Duran, Strategic Planning 

Chair of the Assistance League of Santa Ana.  On behalf of the Board, Dr. Yamagata-

Noji presented the Assistance League with a plaque of appreciation. 

 

 

Change in Order of Agenda 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

Summer Enrichment Program Update 

 

 Dr. Yamagata-Noji called Dr. Rodriguez, Assistant Superintendent, Elementary 

Education.  Dr. Rodriguez along with Ms. Susan Mercer, SAEA President and program 

participants from Pio Pico Elementary and Carr Intermediate schools presented 

highlights of the Summer Enrichment Program.  A Summer Enrichment Exhibit is 

scheduled on Wednesday, September 10, 2014, 6:00 p.m. at the Villa Fundamental 

Intermediate School Gymnasium. 
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OC Gang Reduction and Intervention Partnership (OC GRIP) 

 

 Dr. Yamagata-Noji called Ms. Lohnes, Assistant Superintendent, Support 

Services to the lectern.  She provided the Board with a component overview of the 

OC Grip.  Dr. Yamagata-Noji invited Mr. Tony Rackaukas, Orange County District 

Attorney, to the lectern.  He asked Tracy Miller, Assistant District Attorney, to 

join him.  She briefly provided an update on the OC GRIP Community involvement. 

 

 

Change in Order of Agenda 

 

RECOGNITION / ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 

Introduction of New Administrative Assignments for 2014-15 School Year 

 

 Dr. Yamagata-Noji called Mr. McKinney, Associate Superintendent, Human 

Resources to the lectern.  He provided the Board with a brief description of the 

2014-15 administrative appointments:  Erica Graves, Principal at Romero-Cruz 

Elementary; Meg Greene, Principal at Monte Vista Elementary; Kasey Klappenback, 

Principal at Garfield Elementary; Sara Shorey, Principal at Adams Elementary; Diana 

Torres, Principal at Heroes Elementary; Chad Greendale, Assistant Principal at Carr 

Intermediate; Griselda Maldonado, Assistant Principal at Carr Intermediate; Anne 

Harper, Assistant Principal at Willard Intermediate; Michael Parra, Principal at 

Century High; Matthew Cruz, Principal at Chavez High; Patrick Cornforth, Principal 

at Lorin Griset High; David Richey, Principal at Valley High; Kathy Ochoa 

Mooneyham, Assistant Principal at Godinez Fundamental; Dr. Nadia Hillman, Executive 

Director of Elementary Curriculum and Instruction; Dr. Tran Keys, Executive 

Director of Research and Evaluation; Lucinda Pueblos, Executive Director of School 

Renewal; Dr. Maria Lopez-Guerra “Susie”, Director of Community Relations; Don 

Isbell, Director of Regional Occupational Program/Vocational Education Program; and 

Gloria Olamendi, Coordinator of Special Education. 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 

 Dr. Miller opened his report by mentioning the Leadership Symposium held for 

the District management team and the scheduled Principal Summits.  Superintendent 

Miller provided the Board with a memorabilia from the SAUSD Sports Complex 

Groundbreaking.  He also provided an update on a three-year grant opportunity with 

AT&T.  Dr. Miller concluded his remarks by announcing that that California School 

Boards Association (CSBA) will be visiting High School Inc. at Valley High School 

for the consideration of a Golden Bell. 

 

 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

 

Dr. Yamagata-Noji asked those wishing to address the Board on matters related 

to agenda items to step to the lectern.  There were no individuals wishing to 

address the Board. 
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1.0 APPROVAL OF CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

It was moved by Mr. Hernández, seconded by Mr. Palacio, and carried 3-0, Mr. 

Richardson and Ms. Iglesias not in attendance, to approve the Consent 

Calendar as follows: 

 

1.1 Approval of Minutes of Regular Board Meeting - July 22, 2014 and Minutes of 

Annual Board Retreat - July 25, 2014 

 

1.2 Orange County Department of Education Fourth Quarterly Report on Williams 

Settlement Legislation for Teacher Assignment Monitoring for Fiscal Year 

2013-14 

 

1.3 Authorization to Obtain Bids for Personal Computers, Laptops, and Computer 

Peripherals Districtwide 

 

1.4 Approval of Agreement with Transforming Education, A Program of The National 

Center on Time and Learning for Confidential Data Exchange for 2014-16 School 

Years 

 

1.5 Ratification of Adoption of Resolution No. 14/15-3020 – Authorization of 

Prekindergarten and Family Literacy Program Support Contract for 2014-15 

Program Year 

 

1.6 Approval of Payment and Reimbursement of Costs Incurred for Related 

Services for Students with Disabilities for 2014-15 School Year 

 

1.7 Approval of Agreement with Kern County Superintendent of Schools to Evaluate 

AmeriCorps Program for 2014-15 School Year 

 

1.8 Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with Phoenix House Behavioral 

Health Intervention & Support Services 

 

1.9 Ratification of Agreement with Orange County Superintendent of Schools, 

Region 9 Local Educational Consortium for Administration of Medi-Cal 

Administrative Activities 

 

1.10 Ratification of Purchase Order Summary and Listing of Orders $25,000 and 

Over for Period of June 25, 2014 through July 22, 2014 

 

1.11 Ratification of Expenditure Summary and Warrant Listing for Period of 

June 25, 2014 through July 22, 2014 

 

1.12 Approval/Ratification of Listing of Agreements/Contracts with Santa Ana 

Unified School District and Various Consultants Submitted for Period of June 

25, 2014 through July 22, 2014 

 

1.13 Approval of School Meal Support to Santa Ana Nonpublic Schools Through 

National School Lunch Program for 2014-15 School Year 

 

1.14 Approval of Rejection of Government Code §910 and §910.2 Claim Against 

Santa Ana Unified School District – File Number: 14-16943 RV 
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1.15 Approval of Technical Submission of General Waiver on Behalf of Orange 

County Educational Arts Academy Charter School Transitional Kindergarten 

Program to State Board of Education 

 

1.16 Authorization to Utilize Western States Contracting Alliance Master Price 

Agreement with Lenovo for Purchase of Computer Equipment Supplies 

Districtwide 

 

1.17 Approval of Deductive Change Order No. 1 for Bid Package No. 13 Heating, 

Ventilation, and Air Conditioning at Wilson Elementary School Under 

Modernization Program 

 

1.18 Authorization to Obtain Request for Qualifications for Engineering and 

Geotechnical Services 

 

1.19 Approval of Personnel Calendar Including the Transition of Specific Staff 

Members with such Topics as:  Hiring, Promotions, Transfers, Resignations, 

Retirements, and Leaves 

 

1.20 Acceptance of Gifts in Accordance with Board Policy 3290 – Gifts, Grants, and 

Bequest 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

  Dr. Yamagata-Noji acknowledged District retirees and highlighted gifts received. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Conduct a Public Hearing for Material Revision of NOVA Academy Charter Petition 

 

Dr. Yamagata-Noji declared the Public Hearing open.  She asked those wishing to 

address the Board to step to the lectern. 

 

Dr. Donald Verleur, Renee Lancaster, and Michelle Lopez provided a brief 

presentation to the Board. 

 

After hearing comments, Dr. Yamagata-Noji declared the Public Hearing closed. 

 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

Nutrition Services Financial Update and Fiscal Crises Management Assistance Team 

Study Report 

 

Dr. Yamagata-Noji called Dr. Phillips, Deputy Superintendent, Operations, CBO 

to the lectern.  She invited Diane Branham, FCMAT Chief Management Analyst and Judy 

Stephens, FCMAT Consultants to the lectern.  They provided an overview, executive 

summary findings, and recommendations.  Mark Chavez, Director of Nutrition 

Services, provided the Board with a Power Point Presentation and action plan. 
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REGULAR AGENDA – ACTION ITEMS 

 

2.0 RATIFICATION OF ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 14/15-3021 – AUTHORIZATION OF 

CONTRACT FOR CALIFORNIA STATE PRESCHOOL FUNDING FOR 2014-15 PROGRAM YEAR 

 

It was moved by Mr. Palacio, seconded by Dr. Yamagata-Noji, and carried 3-0, 

to ratify adoption of Resolution No. 14/15-3021 for authorization of contract 

for California State Preschool funding for the 2014-15 program year. 

 

3.0 RATIFICATION OF APPROVAL OF CONTRACT FOR HEAD START FUNDING FOR 2014-15 

PROGRAM YEAR 

 

It was moved by Mr. Hernández, seconded by Mr. Palacio, and carried 3-0, to 

ratify approval of the contract for Head Start funding for the 2014-15 program 

year. 

 

4.0 DENY CHARTER PETITION FOR PROPOSED ACHIEVEMENT PEAKS ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL 

AND ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14/15-3022 EFFECTUATING THAT ACTION 

 

 It was moved by Dr. Yamagata-Noji, seconded by Mr. Hernández, and carried 3-0, 

to adopt Resolution No. 14/15-3022 – Denying the Charter School Petition for 

Achievement Peaks Academy Charter School. 

 

5.0 AUTHORIZATION TO AWARD CONTRACT FOR FIVE-YEAR MAINTENANCE SERVICE AGREEMENT 

FOR COMPUTER CONTROLLED ENERGY MANAGEMENT AND SECURITY SYSTEM 

 

It was moved by Mr. Palacio, seconded by Mr. Hernández, and carried 3-0, to 

authorize staff to award contract to Western Power System for a five-year 

maintenance service agreement for computer controlled energy management and 

security system, pursuant to Bid No. 01-15, in the amount of $119,772.00 

annually; $598,860.00 for the term of the contract. 

 

6.0 AUTHORIZATION TO AWARD CONTRACTS FOR PURCHASE OF PAPER/PLASTIC/FOOD WRAPPING 

AND NON-FOOD SUPPLIES FOR NUTRITION SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 

It was moved by Mr. Palacio, seconded by Mr. Hernández, and carried 3-0, to 

authorize staff to award contracts for the purchase of paper/plastic/food 

wrapping, and non-food supplies for the Nutrition Services Department renewable 

annually for a period of up to three years, pursuant to Bid No. 04-14. 

 

7.0 AUTHORIZATION TO AWARD CONTRACTS FOR PURCHASE OF OFFICE SUPPLIES, SCHOOL 

PAPER AND INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPLIES FOR WAREHOUSE STOCK 

 

It was moved by Mr. Hernández, seconded by Mr. Palacio, and carried 3-0, to 

authorize staff to award contracts to Southwest School & Office Supply, Quill, 

Certified Art Supply/Duncan-Vail, Hamlet Paper Company and School Specialty for 

the purchase of office supplies, school paper and instructional supplies for 

Warehouse stock renewable annually for a period of up to three-years, pursuant 

to bid No. 05-14. 
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8.0 APPROVAL OF NEW JOB DESCRIPTION, DIRECTOR OF EDUCATIONAL OPTIONS 

 

It was moved by Mr. Palacio, seconded by Mr. Hernández, and carried 3-0, to 

approve the new job description of Director of Educational Options. 

 

9.0 ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 14/15-3028 - PROCLAIMING SEPTEMBER 15 THROUGH 

OCTOBER 15, 2014 AS NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 

 

It was moved by Mr. Palacio, seconded by Mr. Hernández, and carried 3-0, to 

adopt Resolution No. 14/15-3028 proclaiming September 15 through October 15, 

2014 as Santa Ana Unified School District’s National Hispanic Heritage Month.  

 

 

BOARD AND STAFF REPORTS/ACTIVITIES 

  

Mr. Palacio 

 Thanked staff for coordinating the SAUSD Sports Complex Groundbreaking; 

great opportunity. 

 

Mr. Hernández 

 Thanked staff for Sports Complex; opportunity to donate to the District, 

and engage different individuals for Hall of Fame. 

 Excited about the new school year. 

 

Dr. Yamagata-Noji 

 Thanked Mr. Hernández for pushing the Sports Complex; great reception. 

 Thanked all for their hard work to start the new school year. 

 

 

RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION 

 

The Regular Board meeting was immediately recessed at 9:08 p.m. to consider 

legal issues and personnel matters. 

 

 

RECONVENE OPEN MEETING 

 

The Regular Board meeting reconvened at 9:37 p.m. 
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REPORT OF ACTION TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION 

 

By a vote of 3-0, the Board took action to approve Workers’ Compensation Stipulated 

Award and Compromise & Release for former classified employee, as named in Closed 

Session – Claim No. SUSD-003915, in the amounts of $89,595.00 and $19,000.00. 
 

Moved:     Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ___X__ Iglesias ______ 

 

Seconded   Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ___X__ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Ayes:      Yamagata-Noji ___X__ Hernández ___X__ Richardson ______ Palacio ___X__ Iglesias ______ 

 

Noes:      Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes __3___ Noes___0__ Abstain______ Absent ___2__  

 

 

By a vote of 3-0, the Board took action to appoint Silvia Martinez to the position 

of Assistant Principal, Heninger Elementary School. 
 

Moved:      Yamagata-Noji __X___ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Seconded:   Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ___X__ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Ayes:       Yamagata-Noji ___X__ Hernández ___X__ Richardson ______ Palacio __X___ Iglesias ______ 

 

Noes:       Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes __3___ Noes______ Abstain______ Absent ___2__  

 

 

By a vote of 3-0, the Board took action to appoint Jeanette Serrano-Andrews to the 

position of Assistant Principal, McFadden Intermediate School. 
 

Moved:      Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio __X___ Iglesias ______ 

 

Seconded:   Yamagata-Noji __X___ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Ayes:       Yamagata-Noji ___X__ Hernández ___X__ Richardson ______ Palacio ___X__ Iglesias ______ 

 

Noes:       Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes ___3__ Noes___0__ Abstain______ Absent ___2__  

 

 

By a vote of 3-0, the Board took action to appoint Jimmy Lima to the position of 

Assistant Principal, Sierra Preparatory Academy. 
 

Moved:      Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández _____  Richardson ______ Palacio ___X__ Iglesias ______ 

 

Seconded:   Yamagata-Noji __X___ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Ayes:       Yamagata-Noji __X___ Hernández __X___ Richardson ______ Palacio ___X__ Iglesias ______ 

 

Noes:       Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes __3___ Noes___0__ Abstain______ Absent ___2__  
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By a vote of 3-0, the Board took action to appoint Katherine Mitchell-Berger to the 

position of Assistant Principal, Sierra Preparatory Academy. 
 

Moved:      Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio __X___ Iglesias ______ 

 

Seconded:   Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ___X__ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Ayes:       Yamagata-Noji __X___ Hernández __X___ Richardson ______ Palacio __X___ Iglesias ______ 

 

Noes:       Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes __3___ Noes___0__ Abstain______ Absent ___2__  

 

 

 By a vote of 3-0, the Board took action to appoint Amy Golden to the position of 

Assistant Principal, Century High School. 
 

Moved:     Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio __X___ Iglesias ______ 

 

Seconded:  Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ___X__ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Ayes:      Yamagata-Noji __X___ Hernández __X___ Richardson ______ Palacio __X___ Iglesias ______ 

 

Noes:      Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes ___3__ Noes___0__ Abstain______ Absent __2___  

 

 

 By a vote of 3-0, the Board took action to appoint Alfredo Torres to the position 

of Assistant Principal, Valley High School. 
 

Moved:      Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ___X__ Iglesias ______ 

 

Seconded:   Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández __X___ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Ayes:       Yamagata-Noji __X___ Hernández __X___ Richardson ______ Palacio __X___ Iglesias ______ 

 

Noes:       Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes __3___ Noes___0__ Abstain______ Absent __2___  

 

 

 By a vote of 3-0, the Board took action to appoint Laura Barnett to the position of 

Early Learning Specialist. 
 

Moved:     Yamagata-Noji __X___ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Seconded:  Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ___X__ Iglesias ______ 

 

Ayes:      Yamagata-Noji __X___ Hernández __X___ Richardson ______ Palacio __X___ Iglesias ______ 

 

Noes:      Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes ___3__ Noes__0___ Abstain______ Absent ___2__  
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By a vote of 3-0, the Board took action to appoint Dr. Marjorie Cochran to the 

position of Grant Writer. 
 

Moved:     Yamagata-Noji ___X__ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Seconded:  Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ___X__ Iglesias ______ 

 

Ayes:      Yamagata-Noji __X___ Hernández ___X__ Richardson ______ Palacio __X___ Iglesias ______ 

 

Noes:      Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes __3___ Noes___0__ Abstain______ Absent __2___  

 

 

By a vote of 3-0, the Board took action to appoint Paul Arroyos to the position of 

Manager of Grounds Maintenance. 
 

Moved:     Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ___X__ Iglesias ______ 

 

Seconded:  Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ___X__ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Ayes:      Yamagata-Noji __X___ Hernández __X___ Richardson ______ Palacio __X___ Iglesias ______ 

 

Noes:      Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes __3___ Noes___0__ Abstain______ Absent ___2__  

 

 

By a vote of 3-0, the Board took action to appoint John Schreck to the position of 

Manager of Logistics. 
 

Moved:     Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ___X__ Iglesias ______ 

 

Seconded:  Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ___X__ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Ayes:      Yamagata-Noji __X___ Hernández __X___ Richardson ______ Palacio __X___ Iglesias ______ 

 

Noes:      Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes __3___ Noes___0__ Abstain______ Absent __2___  

 

 

By a vote of 3-0, the Board took action to appoint Shelly Humphrey to the position 

of Manager of Transportation. 
 

Moved:     Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio __X___ Iglesias ______ 

 

Seconded:  Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández __X___ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Ayes:      Yamagata-Noji __X___ Hernández __X___ Richardson ______ Palacio __X___ Iglesias ______ 

 

Noes:      Yamagata-Noji ______ Hernández ______ Richardson ______ Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes __3___ Noes___0__ Abstain______ Absent __2___  
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